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D.Min. Equivalency Exegetical Assignment  
 
Assignment: Create an outline from either a recent sermon you preached or teaching/training 
that you led. This can come from a series or a stand-alone sermon/lesson that focuses on a 
biblical text. Then write a 15 to 20-page integrative, academic paper that includes the following: 

1. Address the immediate socio-historical context of the biblical passage. 
2. Describe the passage’s context within its book. 
3. Explore the passage’s Canonical relevance (both Old and New Testaments), using one of 

the following lenses: 
a. The Bible as Covenant 
b. The Bible as a dramatic story told in a series of acts, a missional narrative inviting 

readers/listeners to participate in the very movement of the drama. 
c. The Bible as promoting the telos of Life. 
d. The Bible as promoting the ethos of Love. 

4. Identify key words and phrases in the passage (original meanings) and their relevance to 
understanding the author’s intent. 

5. Explain the theological context of the passage (the nature of God, of people, and their 
relationships). 

6. Integrate support from five essential, critical, and devotional commentaries (Appendix A 
for explanation and list). 

7. Share how this text is communicating the Good News of scripture, as well as how it is 
forming you and others. 

 
Format: Please carefully attend to these formatting requirements 

1. To organize your paper: use headings that match the above sections #1-5 and #7: Socio-
historical Context; Passage Context; Canonical Relevance Lens; Key Words and Phrases; 
Theological Context; Good News. You will integrate outside resources throughout the 
paper (#6) 

2. 12-point font, New Roman or Times New Roman 
3. 1-inch margins 
4. Double-spaced 
5. Pages numbered 
6. Bibliography page at the end, using Turabian, MLA, or Chicago Manuel of Style 

documentation 
7. Practice appropriate paragraph transitions, good sentence structure, grammar and 

spelling. 
 

 

Here is what the faculty will use to review your paper 
Hint: you’re going for all 4s! 

 
Element Exemplary 

(4) 

Accomplishe

d (3) 

Developing 

(2) 

Beginning 

(1) 

Unsatisfactor

y (0) 
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1. Socio-

historical 

context 

Exceptionally 

develops 2 or 

more points 

regarding 

socio-

historical 

context of the 

passage with 

excellent 

support 

Insightfully 

develops 2 or 

more points 

regarding 

socio-

historical 

context of the 

passage with 

strong support 

Adequately 

develops 2 or 

more points 

regarding 

socio-

historical 

context of the 

passage with 

some support 

Begins to 

develop 1 or 

2 points 

regarding 

socio-

historical 

context of the 

passage 

Does not 

address or 

does so 

insufficiently 

2. Context 

within the 

text’s book 

Exceptionally 

addresses the 

text’s 

meaning and 

function with 

the entire 

book and 

discusses 

specifically 

the relevance 

of this context 

for the 

interpretation 

of the passage 

with excellent 

support. 

Insightfully 

addresses the 

biblical 

passage’s 

meaning and 

function 

within the 

entire book; 

and discusses 

specifically 

the relevance 

of this context 

for the 

interpretation 

of the passage 

with strong 

support 

Adequately 

addresses the 

biblical 

passage’s 

meaning and 

function 

within the 

entire book; 

and discusses 

specifically 

the relevance 

of this context 

for the 

interpretation 

of the passage 

 with some 

support 

Begins to 

address the 

biblical 

passage 

within the 

content of the 

whole book 

and the 

relevance of 

this context 

for the 

interpretation 

of the 

passage with 

little support 

Does not 

address or 

does so 

insufficiently 

3. Canonical 

Exploration 

through a 

given lens 

Exceptionally 

explores the 

passage’s 

canonical  

relevance 

through one of 

the given 

lenses 

Insightfully 

explores the 

passage’s 

canonical 

relevance 

through one of 

the given 

lenses 

Adequately 

explores the 

passage’s 

canonical 

relevance 

through one of 

the given 

lenses 

Begins to 

explore the 

passage’s 

canonical 

relevance 

through one 

of the given 

lenses 

Does not 

explore one of 

the four lenses 

required 

4. Key Words 

& Phrases 

Exceptionally 

analyzes key 

passage’s key 

words/phrases

, original 

language and 

meanings with 

excellent 

support 

Insightfully 

analyzes key 

passage’s key 

words/phrases

, original 

language and 

meanings with 

solid support 

Adequately 

analyzes key 

passage’s key 

words/phrases

, original 

language and 

meanings with 

some support 

Begins to 

analyze the 

passage’s key 

words and 

phrases, 

original 

language and 

meanings 

No or minimal 

analysis 

5. Theological 

context 

Exceptionally 

explains the 

theological 

context of the 

passage. 

Insightfully 

explains the 

theological 

context of the 

passage. 

Adequately 

explains the 

theological 

context of the 

passage. 

Begins to 

explain the 

theological 

context of the 

passage. 

Does not 

explain the 

theological 

context of the 

text, or does so 

insufficiently 

6. Integration of 

Essential, 

Critical, & 

Exceptionally 

integrates all 5 

commentaries 

Insightfully 

integrates 4-5 

commentaries 

Adequately 

integrates 3-5 

commentaries 

Begins to 

integrate 2-5 

Does not 

integrate 

support or 
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Devotional 

commentarie

s 

commentarie

s  

insights from 5 

commentaries 

7. Personal and 

Community 

Formation  

Exceptionally 

discusses the 

text’s power 

for personal 

(the writer) 

and 

community 

formation 

Insightfully 

discusses the 

text’s power 

for personal 

and 

community 

formation 

Adequately 

discusses the 

text’s power 

for personal 

and 

community 

formation. 

Begins to 

discuss the 

text’s power 

for personal 

and 

community 

formation. 

Does not 

discuss the 

text’s power 

for personal 

and 

community 

formation. 

8. Followed 

format 

requirements 

Followed the 

required 

format 

Followed the 

required 

format 

Mostly 

followed the 

required 

format 

Mostly 

followed the 

required 

format 

Does not 

follow the 

format 

requirements 

provided 

Points 

earned from 

each column 

     

 

 TOTAL Points (need 16 or more to pass at “Developing Level”): _________________________ 
 
 

APPENDIX (Commentaries) 
 
Of the five commentaries you are required to consult, read, and evaluate on your own 
independent study, four must be either an essential or critical commentary.  One of the five 
may be another type of commentary that deals with sermonizing/teaching the text, treating 
the text “devotionally,” and appropriating the text to current issues. 
 
1.  Essential – this commentary deals with the essence of the text.  These commentaries are not 
concerned with how the text moves into our world.  These are generally accessible in that they do 
not quote the biblical languages – Hebrew, Greek, or Aramaic.  They deal with strategic issues by 
laying out possibilities, discussing them and then making decisions about why they consider a issue 
to be interpreted in a particular way and the difference it makes.  They are not application oriented.  
These commentaries function by giving the reader help in working with the text, not with the reader’s 
context. 
 

➢ Interpretation Commentary 
➢ New International Biblical Commentary (good, relatively short, concise, first rate, 

American, broadly evangelical, broad traditions) 
➢ Tyndale Old Testament Commentary (more and more dated, British, broadly reformed) 
➢ New American Commentary (Baptist, conservative, tend to be less substantive in dealing 

with text issues, more quick answers) 
➢ New Century Bible (British, more and more dated) 
➢ Berit Olam for the OT and Sacra Pagnia for the NT (Roman Catholic, literary criticisms 

employed) 
➢ New International Commentary on the Old Testament or New International Commentary 

on the New Testament* (significantly longer, more space to deal with issues, deal with 
historical and theological analysis, broadly evangelical) 
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2.  Critical – this commentary deals with the original languages, typically in the text itself.  These 
give additional sources for further reading (footnotes, bibliography).  They engage with competing 
viewpoints while also giving their own. 
 

➢ New International Commentary on the Old Testament or New International Commentary 
on the New Testament * (see above) 

➢ International Critical Commentary (grandfather of all critical commentaries, non-
theological,  strange background ideas, expensive) 

➢ Anchor Bible Commentary  
➢ Word Biblical Commentary (evangelical and international in scope, a translation with text 

critical notes, notes and structure of the passage, comment and explanation of the text, 
and bibliography) 

➢ Old Testament Library  
➢ Hermeneia 

 
 3. Devotional – You can include insights from a more devotional/inspirational resource; it just 
cannot serve as you primary source for theological, biblical, and historical insights. 
 
 
 

Online Resources Available 

• Use a free trial of Scribd. You can get almost all of Dr. Craig Keener's 
commentaries as well as a number of Dr. Ben Witherington's commentaries in 
addition to a number of other top notch scholars. If it goes beyond the trial period 
it costs $10.59 including tax, so make sure you cancel your subscription as soon 
as you’ve completed the paper. 
 

• Dr. Craig Keener has a free Bible interpretation manual (plus lecture videos and 
some devotions on various passages) on his website (craigkeener.com). 
 

• https://place.asburyseminary.edu/firstfruits/ 
 

• www.Biblicaltraining.org 
 

• www.ccel.org  
 

• www.Gutenberg.org 
 

• www.thirdmill.org 
 

• www.wesley.nnu.edu 
 

• https://bibleproject.com/ 
 
 
 

 

https://www.scribd.com/search?content_type=tops&page=1&query=craig%20keener%20commentaries&language=1
http://craigkeener.com/
https://place.asburyseminary.edu/firstfruits/
http://www.biblicaltraining.org/
http://www.ccel.org/
http://www.gutenberg.org/
http://www.thirdmill.org/
http://www.wesley.nnu.edu/
https://bibleproject.com/

