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Sampler 
  
About this Book 

Living Room Liturgy is written to help you worship in the everyday moment of life, in 

your home. It contains liturgies and shorter prayers that can be used in a small group, in 

your home, around your family table, in your living room, and in the evenings in your 

children’s rooms. This book is designed to be used in the ordinary moments of the day 

and for special occasions throughout the year. While I have written some of the liturgies, 

many of them have been adapted from several different sources, especially the Book of 

Common Prayer. Some are very old, while others are new.  

When using these liturgies and prayers in a small group or as a family, select a person 

or persons to read the different prayers and scriptures. Ideally, whether young or old, 

every member of the family can share in these prayers. Each liturgy follows a similar 

pattern: opening acclamation, a Scripture reading, a prayer theme, a short devotion, the 

Lord’s Prayer, and a dismissal. These are not official liturgies of the church, so feel free 

to make these your own, use them at your own pace, add songs, add additional 

scriptures, pray additional prayers. This is after all Living Room Liturgy, so make it your 

own! 

The book is divided into several sections that are easy to navigate. The first section is 

the liturgy of hours that contains morning and evening prayer. The second section 

contains liturgies that celebrate different events of family life, from starting school to 

celebrating a marriage anniversary. The third section has liturgies for different 

occasions, such as the gift of friendship. The fourth section offers liturgies for difficult 

seasons of life, ranging from the death of a loved one to a liturgy for healing. The fifth 

section offers liturgies that celebrate holy days and holidays throughout the Christian 

year, such as Christmas and Easter. The sixth section contains several call and 

responses. The seventh section has a collection of table blessings, that can be prayed 

around the family table. The final section contains a selection of prayers from various 



historic saints. These ancient prayers are timeless and will inspire you to emulate the 

faith of great saints who have gone before. 

As you begin to use these liturgies and prayers, I want to encourage you to set aside 

the ordinary places in your home for worship and prayer. Gather around the family 

table, in the living room, or in the backyard. Any place will do, as long as it is set apart 

for the Lord. These ordinary places can be transformed into holy places or as the Celtic 

Christians would call it, ‘thin places’ where we can meet with the Lord. Likewise, the 

ordinary moments of our days can become holy moments when consecrated to the 

Lord. Be the domestic church! May God bless you as you use these liturgies and 

prayers in your everyday life, especially in your home.  
 

  
Contents 
  

1.     A Liturgy for the Morning  
2.     A Liturgy for the Evening  
3.     A Liturgy for a Home Blessings 
4.     A Liturgy for a Family Blessing 
5.     A Liturgy for Loved Ones 
6.     A Liturgy for a Meal Blessing 
7.     A Liturgy for the Gift of Friendship  
8.     A Liturgy for a Small Group  
9.     A Liturgy for Spiritual Renewal  
10.  A Liturgy for Those Who Mourn  
11.  A Liturgy for the Depressed and Downcast 
12.  A Liturgy for Times of Trouble  

  
 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 



A Liturgy for the Morning  
  
Opening Acclamation 
  
Leader: This is the day that the Lord has made. 
People: We will rejoice and be glad in it. 
  
Scripture  
  
Read one of the following Scriptures to prepare your heart for morning prayer.  
  
Sunday: I rejoiced with those who said to me, “Let us go to the house of the Lord.” (Ps. 122:1) 
  
Monday: May these words of my mouth and this meditation of my heart be pleasing in your                 
sight, Lord, my Rock and my Redeemer. (Ps. 19:14) 
  
Tuesday: Send me your light and your faithful care, let them lead me; let them bring me to your                   
holy mountain, to the place where you dwell. (Ps. 43:3) 
  
Wednesday: The Lord is in his holy temple; let all the earth be silent before him. (Hab. 2:20) 
  
Thursday: Yet a time is coming and has now come when the true worshipers will worship the                 
Father in the Spirit and in truth, for they are the kind of worshipers the Father seeks. (John 4:23) 
  
Friday: For this is what the high and exalted One says—he who lives forever, whose name is                 
holy: “I live in a high and holy place, but also with the one who is contrite and lowly in spirit, to                      
revive the spirit of the lowly and to revive the heart of the contrite.” (Isa. 57:15) 
  
Saturday: Give praise to the Lord, proclaim his name; make known among the nations what he                
has done. (Ps. 105:1)  
  
Leader: The Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
  
Prayer 
  
Leader: The Lord be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
Leader: Let us pray. 



  
Dear Lord, you have brought us in safety to this new day;  
grant us courage and patience to do what we need to do today;  
let our confidence not rest in our own understanding but in your guiding hand;  
let our desires not be for our own comfort,  
but for the joy of your kingdom now and forever. Amen. 
  
The Lord’s Prayer  
Our Father in heaven,  
Hallowed be Thy name.  
Thy kingdom come 
Thy will be done  
On earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our trespasses,  
As we forgive those who trespass against us.  
And lead us not into temptation,  
but deliver us from the evil one.  
For Thine is the kingdom,  
and the power  
and the glory forever. Amen. 
  
Pray for Special Needs  
  
Take some time to pray for the needs of your family, friends, neighbors, local community,               
nation, and the world. Let the Spirit lead you and guide you as you pray.  
  
Closing Prayer 
  
Close with the following prayer 
  
Heavenly Father, in you we live and move and have our being:  
We humbly pray you so to guide and govern us by your Holy Spirit,  
that in all the cares and occupations of our life we may not forget you,  
but may remember that we are ever walking in your sight;  
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
  
Dismissal 
Leader: Let us bless the Lord.  



People: Thanks be to God. 
  
  
 
  

A Liturgy for the Evening 
  
Opening Acclamation 
  
Leader: Our help is in the name of the Lord. 
People: The maker of heaven and earth. 
  
Scripture  
  
Read one of the following Scriptures to prepare your heart for evening prayer.  
  
Sunday: May my prayer be set before you like incense; may the lifting up of my hands be like                   
the evening sacrifice. (Ps. 141:2)  
  
Monday: Grace and peace to you from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. (Phil.1:2)  
  
Tuesday: Worship the Lord in the splendor of his holiness; tremble before him, all the earth. (Ps.                 
96:9) 
  
Wednesday: The day is yours, and yours also the night; you established the sun and moon. It was                  
you who set all the boundaries of the earth; you made both summer and winter. (Ps. 74:16–17)  
  
Thursday: I will praise the Lord, who counsels me; even at night my heart instructs me. I keep                  
my eyes always on the Lord. With him at my right hand, I will not be shaken. (Ps. 16:7–8)  
  
Friday: He who made the Pleiades and Orion, who turns midnight into dawn and darkens day                
into night, who calls for the waters of the sea and pours them out over the face of the land—the                    
Lord is his name. (Amos 5:8) 
  
Saturday: If I say, “Surely the darkness will hide me and the light become night around me,”                 
even the darkness will not be dark to you; the night will shine like the day, for darkness is as                    
light to you. (Ps. 139:11–12)  
  
Leader: The Word of the Lord. 



People: Thanks be to God. 
  
Prayer 
  
Leader: The Lord be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
Leader: Let us pray. 
  
O gracious light, pure brightness of the ever-living Father in heaven, 
O Jesus Christ, holy and blessed! 
Now as we come to the setting of the sun,  
and our eyes behold the vesper light, we sing Your praises,  
O God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
You are worthy at all times to be praised by happy voices, 
O Son of God, O Giver of Life,  
and to be glorified through all the worlds. 
  
The Lord’s Prayer  
  
Our Father in heaven,  
Hallowed be Thy name.  
Thy kingdom come 
Thy will be done  
On earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our trespasses,  
As we forgive those who trespass against us.  
And lead us not into temptation,  
but deliver us from the evil one.  
For Thine is the kingdom,  
and the power  
and the glory forever. Amen. 
  
Pray for Special Needs  
  
Take some time to pray for the needs of your family, friends, neighbors, local community,               
nation, and the world. Let the Spirit lead you and guide you as you pray. 
  
Closing Prayer 



  
Close with the following prayer 
  
Keep watch, dear Lord, with those who work, or watch,  
or weep this night, and give your angels charge over those who sleep.  
Tend the sick, Lord Christ;  
give rest to the weary, bless the dying,  
soothe the suffering, pity the afflicted, shield the joyous;  
and all for your love's sake. Amen.  
  
Dismissal 
  
Leader: Let us bless the Lord.  
People: Thanks be to God. 
  

 

  
A Liturgy for a Family Blessing 

  
Opening Acclamation 
  
Leader: Where two or three gather in your name  
People: There are you in the midst. 
  
Scripture 
  
But from everlasting to everlasting 
the Lord’s love is with those who fear him, 
and his righteousness with their children’s children— 
with those who keep his covenant 
and remember to obey his precepts. 
Psalm 103:17-18 
  
Leader: The Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
  
Prayer 
  



Leader: The Lord be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
Leader: Let us pray. 
Dear God, bless our home, we pray, that your love may rest upon us, and that your presence may 
dwell with us. May we all grow in grace and in the knowledge of you, our Lord and Savior. 
Teach us to love one another as you have commanded. Help us to bear one another’s burdens in 
fulfillment of your law, O blessed Jesus, who with the Father and the Holy Spirit live and reign, 
one God, for ever and ever. Amen.  
Short Devotion 
  
At this time, you may offer a short devotion or personal prayer that goes along with the theme of 
the day. 
  
The Lord’s Prayer 
  
Dismissal 
  
Leader: Let us bless the Lord for our family.  
People: Thanks be to God.  

A Liturgy for Loved Ones 
  
Opening Acclamation 
  
Leader: I give thanks to my God always for you.  
People: Because of the grace of God. 
  
Scripture 

Grace and peace to you from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. I thank my God every 
time I remember you.  In all my prayers for all of you, I always pray with joy because of your 
partnership in the gospel from the first day until now, being confident of this, that he who began 
a good work in you will carry it on to completion until the day of Christ Jesus. It is right for me 
to feel this way about all of you, since I have you in my heart and, whether I am in chains or 
defending and confirming the gospel, all of you share in God’s grace with me. Philippians 1:1-7 

Leader: The Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
  
Prayer 
  



Leader: The Lord be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
Leader: Let us pray. 
O Loving Father, we commend to your gracious keeping all who are near and dear to us. Have 
mercy upon any who are sick, and comfort those who are in pain, anxiety, or sorrow. Awaken all 
who are careless about eternal things. Bless those who are young and in health, that they may 
give the days of their strength to you. Comfort the aged and infirm, that your peace may rest 
upon them. Hallow the ties of kindred, that we may help and not hinder one another in all the 
good works that you have prepared for us to walk in; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  
Short Devotion 
  
At this time, you may offer a short devotion or personal prayer that goes along with the theme of 
the day. 
  
The Lord’s Prayer 
  
Closing Prayer 
  
Almighty God, we entrust all who are dear to us to Your never-failing care and love, for this life                   
and the life to come,knowing that You are doing for them better things than we can desire or                  
pray for, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
  
Dismissal 
  
Leader: Let us bless the Lord for all those we love.  
People: Thanks be to God. 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



A Liturgy for a Meal Blessing 
  
Opening Acclamation 
  
Leader: Jesus took bread, gave thanks, broke it. 
People: Then their eyes were opened and they recognized him. 
  
Scripture Reading 
  
As they approached the village to which they were going, Jesus continued on as if he were going 
farther. But they urged him strongly, “Stay with us, for it is nearly evening; the day is almost 

over.” So he went in to stay with them. When he was at the table with them, he took bread, gave 
thanks, broke it and began to give it to them. Then their eyes were opened and they recognized 
him, and he disappeared from their sight. They asked each other, “Were not our hearts burning 
within us while he talked with us on the road and opened the Scriptures to us?” Luke 24:28-32  

  
Leader: The Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
  
Prayer 
  
Leader: The Lord be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
Leader: Let us pray. 
  
Dear Lord Jesus, the Gospels remind us that you shared a meal to minister to people and to teach 
others important lessons about the Kingdom of God. Come now Lord, be our guest at our dinner 
table and be known to us in the breaking of bread. We thank you for providing us with roof over 
our head, for the good food before us, for those who prepared it, and for friends and family with 
whom to share it. We pray that you bless, O Lord, this food to our use and us to Thy service, and 
keep us ever mindful of the needs of others. In Jesus’ name, Amen. 
  
Short Devotion 
  
At this time, you may offer a short devotion or personal prayer that goes along with the theme of 
the day. 
  
The Lord’s Prayer 



  
Dismissal 
  
Leader: Let us bless the Lord for the food before us.  
People: Thanks be to God. 
 
  

A Liturgy for the Gift of Friendship  
  
Opening Acclamation 
  
Leader: Two are better than one. 
People: If either of them falls down, one can help the other up. 
  
Scripture Reading 
  
Therefore, as God’s chosen people, holy and dearly loved, clothe yourselves with compassion, 
kindness, humility, gentleness and patience. Bear with each other and forgive one another if any 
of you has a grievance against someone. Forgive as the Lord forgave you. And over all these 
virtues put on love, which binds them all together in perfect unity. Colossians 3:12-14 
  
Leader: The Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
  
Prayer 
  
Leader: The Lord be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
Leader: Let us pray. 
  
O God, you have blessed us with the gift of friendship, the bonding of persons in a circle of love. 
We thank you for such a blessing: for friends who love us, who share our sorrows, who laugh 
with us in celebration, who bear our pain, who need us as we need them, who weep as we weep, 
who hold us when words fail, and who give us the freedom to be ourselves. Bless our friends 
with health, wholeness, life, and love. Amen. 
  
Short Devotion 
  



At this time, you may offer a short devotion or personal prayer that goes along with the theme of 
the day. 
  
The Lord’s Prayer 
  
Dismissal 
  
Leader: Let us bless the Lord for the gift of friendship.  
People: Thanks be to God. 
  
  
  
 
  

A Liturgy for a Small Group  
  
Opening Acclamation 
  
Leader: Where two or three are gathered.  
People: I am in their midst.  
  
Scripture Reading 
  
Let us hold unswervingly to the hope we profess,  
for he who promised is faithful.  
And let us consider how we may spur one another on toward love and good deeds,  
not giving up meeting together, as some are in the habit of doing,  
but encouraging one another— 
and all the more as you see the Day approaching.  
Hebrew 10:23-25 
  
Leader: The Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
  
Prayer 
  
Leader: The Lord be with you. 
People: And also with you. 



Leader: Let us pray. 
  
Dear Lord, you have created us not to live in isolation, but for fellowship and community. The 
earliest Christians devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and to fellowship, to the breaking 
of bread and to prayer and they broke bread in their homes and ate together with glad and sincere 
hearts. We thank you for the gift of fellowship, and may we who gather together in this small 
group follow in their example and gather with other Christians for mutual prayer, support, and 
encouragement. Unite us together in the bonds of fellowship and use our small group as a means 
of grace that we may draw closer to you. Amen.  
  
Short Devotion 
  
At this time, you may offer a short devotion or personal prayer that goes along with the theme of 
the day. 
  
The Lord’s Prayer 
  
Dismissal 
  
Leader: Let us bless the Lord for the gift of our small group.  
People: Thanks be to God. 
  
 
  

A Liturgy for Spiritual Renewal 
  
Opening Acclamation 
  
Leader: O Lord, our hearts are restless.  
People: Until they find their rest in you.  
  
Scripture Reading  
  
Create in me a pure heart, O God, 
    and renew a steadfast spirit within me. 
Do not cast me from your presence 
    or take your Holy Spirit from me. 
Restore to me the joy of your salvation 



    and grant me a willing spirit, to sustain me.  
Psalm 51:10-12 
  
Leader: The Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
  
Prayer 
  
Leader: The Lord be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
Leader: Let us pray. 
  
Almighty and eternal God,  
so draw our hearts to you, 
so guide our minds, 
so fill our imaginations, 
so control our wills, 
that we may be wholly yours, 
utterly dedicated unto you; 
and then use us, we pray you, as you will, 
and always to your glory and the welfare of your people; 
through our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. Amen. 
  
Short Devotion  
  
At this time, you may offer a short devotion or personal prayer that goes along with the theme of 
the day. 
  
The Lord’s Prayer  
  
Dismissal 
  
Leader: Let us bless the Lord for renewing our hearts.  
People: Thanks be to God. 

 
 
 
 



A Liturgy For Those Who Mourn 
  
Opening Acclamation 
  
Leader: There will be no more death, mourning or crying or pain. 
People: I am making everything new! 
  
Scripture Reading 
  
Then I saw “a new heaven and a new earth,” for the first heaven and the first earth had passed 
away, and there was no longer any sea. I saw the Holy City, the new Jerusalem, coming down 
out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride beautifully dressed for her husband. And I heard a 
loud voice from the throne saying, “Look! God’s dwelling place is now among the people, and 
he will dwell with them. They will be his people, and God himself will be with them and be their 
God. ‘He will wipe every tear from their eyes. There will be no more death’ or mourning or 
crying or pain, for the old order of things has passed away.” He who was seated on the throne 
said, “I am making everything new!” Then he said, “Write this down, for these words are 
trustworthy and true.” Revelation 21:1-5  

Leader: The Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
  
Prayer 
  
Leader: The Lord be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
Leader: Let us pray. 
  
O God, who brought us to birth, and in whose arms we die, in our grief and shock contain and                    
comfort us; embrace us with Your love, give us hope in our confusion and grace to let go into                   
new life. You have taught us in your holy Word that you do not willingly afflict or grieve your                   
children: Look with pity on the sorrows of your children who mourn. Remember them, O Lord,                
in mercy; nourish their soul with patience; comfort them with a sense of your goodness; lift up                 
your countenance upon him; and give him peace; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
  
Short Devotion 
  
At this time, you may offer a short devotion or personal prayer that goes along with the theme of 
the day. 



  
The Lord’s Prayer 
  
Dismissal 
  
Leader: Let us bless the Lord for comforting those who mourn.  
People: Thanks be to God. 
 

  
Liturgy For Times of Trouble 

  
Opening Acclamation 
  
Leader: God is our refuge and strength. 
People: An ever-present help in trouble. 
  
Scripture Reading 
  
The Lord is my shepherd, I lack nothing. He makes me lie down in green pastures, 
he leads me beside quiet waters, he refreshes my soul. He guides me along the right paths for his 
name’s sake. Even though I walk through the darkest valley, I will fear no evil, for you are with 
me; your rod and your staff, they comfort me. You prepare a table before me in the presence of 
my enemies. You anoint my head with oil; my cup overflows. Surely your goodness and love 
will follow me all the days of my life, and I will dwell in the house of the Lord forever. Psalm 
23:1-6 
  
Leader: The Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
  
Prayer 
  
Leader: The Lord be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
Leader: Let us pray. 
  
Dear Lord, You are the Risen Christ, the Prince of Peace, the Mighty God, and the Everlasting 
Counselor. Grant us peace of mind and help our hearts to not be troubled during these difficult 
and uncertain times. Give us the strength and grace to trust you even when we cannot see the 



way. Remind us that you will never let us go and that you will always hold us in your everlasting 
arms of love. We ask all of this in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
  
Short Devotion 
  
At this time, you may offer a short devotion or personal prayer that goes along with the theme of 
the day. 
  
The Lord’s Prayer 
  
Dismissal 
  
Leader: Let us bless the Lord for comfort during the troubled times. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
  
  
 


